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What is CanACT?

CanACT is designed for students
with a keen interest in agricultural
communications. CanACT opens
great avenues to gain experience,
learn job skills and make
connections with professionals in
the business world.

Members of CanACT attend bi-
weekly meetings and participate in
semester tours and workshops.
Additionally members have
participated in conferences and
events across North America and
beyond. Some opportunities include
attending National ACT
conventions in Missouri, Florida,
Texas and Portland, and field trips
to Florida and Belize.

Joining CanACT

To learn more about the
opportunities  offered  through
CanACT, join our listserv by
emailing: canact@uoguelph.ca.

Everyone is welcome to join,
and there are no membership fees,
so cometry it out!

You can aso learn more about
CanACT by visiting our website
www.canact.ca

Alumni are always welcome!

Elementary students enjoy the hay ride component of the agricultural
education initiative at the Found Family Farm.

The messageis clear for agriculture

Education and marketing are important in
all aspects of agriculture, say agricultural
industry members.

Multinational advertising firms and
family farms alike are attempting to close
the gap between urban and rural audiences,
and are using communications, marketing
and education as their main device.

On October 19, 2006, CanACT held its
semester tour. Members visited Quarry
Integrated Communications in Waterloo,
the Found Family Farm near Courtice, and
attended a presentation on communicating
agriculture to an urban public using the
Durham Farm Fresh program.

At the Found Family Farm, members

were fascinated with the facility’s
Learning Barn that enabled students to
see and touch farm animals and learn
about crops, dairy, pork, beef, poultry
and many other facets of agriculturein an
interactive approach.

CanACT  returned  with  new
perspectives on how to reach many
groups with the same message.

“The three stops all had different
goals, such as communicating to
suppliers, producers or consumers,” said
Laura Kapteyn, CanACT member. “Yet
al of them had similar messages about
using education and communications to
help close the audience gap.”

Our

To enhance the connectivity between agricultural communication students
at the University of Guelph and Canada’s agricultural communication sector.




Breakfast with the best

CanACT, the OAC Alumni Association and the OAC Alumni Foundation have
teamed up to offer a networking breakfast for agricultural communications students
at the University of Guelph on February 14%, 2007.

The program begins at 8:00 a.m. in the University Centre, Room 103, with an
open meet and greet where students are welcome to network with several alumni
and members of the agricultural industry. Thiswill be followed by presentations on
the integrated agricultural communications initiative at Guelph, the OAC Alumni
organizations, and the benefits of having a Guelph degree in the communications
sector. There will be breakfast snacks and beverages provided and the event is
expected to finish by 9:30 am.

All interested students are encouraged to participate and bring a stack of resumes
to hand out. If you have any suggestions for industry membersto invite, please send
them to Kathryn Currie (hcurrie@uoguel ph.ca) or Christine Zettler
(czettler @uoguel ph.ca).

CanACT speedsup in Indianapolis

CanACT will be racing to Indianapolis, Indiana on March 2-4, 2007, to attend the
Agricultural  Communicators of Tomorrow (ACT) professional development
workshop at Purdue University.

The weekend begins with a fun-filled drive from Guelph to Indiana on Friday,
March 2" to arrive for the mix and mingle. Saturday begins with an interactive
leadership and innovation workshop with the Future Farmers of America (FFA).
Following that members from the U.S. agricultural communications industry will
weigh in on trends, challenges, internships and more. The professional
development continues with a workshop on magazine production and advertising.
The day finishes with a tour of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and a
presentation on marketing and communications at the Speedway.

Cost for the trip is tentatively set at $150 CDN, which includes registration,
transportation and hotel. This will vary with CanACT budget support and
confirmed interest — the more members attending, the lower the cost of the trip.

Please send along any inquiries or confirmations of attendance to Kate Roberts
(krober02@uoguel ph.ca).

Visit www.canact.ca for more information on the conference.

Special events:

Upcoming M eetings:

Jan. 25 UC 429 — CanACT Alumni panel — After graduation: interviews,
portfolios and lifein the “real” world
Feb. 1 UC 429 — Len Kahn, director of sponsorship and communication, Great
Canadian Outdoor Expo — Successful event planning on a
national scale
Feb.15 UC 429 — Andrew Campbell, farm editor, CKNX Radio — Effective
radio communications
Mar.8 UC 429 — Agricultural communicationsin Belize
Mar. 22 UC 429 — Jamie Reaume, editor, The Grower — Writing an agricultural
column
All meetings are from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Refreshments served!

Need moreinfo?

Kate Roberts — President Owen Roberts— Faculty Advisor
Tel: x52667 Tel: x58278
E-mail: krober02@uoguelph.ca  E-mail: owen@uoguelph.ca

*Belize 2007

Reading Week will truly be spent
learning for 12 CanACT members and
agricultural communications students
who are traveling to Belize with advisor
Owen Roberts to study agricultural
communications in a developing country.
Led by Les Frayne from the organization
Sending Help and Resources Everywhere
(SHARE), the students will be touring
banana plantations, shrimp, cacao and
rice farms, as well as visiting Mayan
ruins and the coral reef. Come to the
March 8th meeting to hear about their
exciting adventures.

Critique and Contest Reminder

A reminder to start thinking about
publications, broadcasts, photographs and
designs that you would like to submit into
the annual National ACT critique and
contest. CanACT has had profound
success in past competitions, raising the
bar for this year, so it’s never too early to
begin planning your entry.
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