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Canadians ‘round-up’ at another great ACT convention

What is CanACT?

CanACT is designed for students with 
a keen interest in agricultural 
communication. CanACT opens great 
avenues to gain experience, learn job 
skills and make connections with 
professionals in the business world. 

Members of CanACT attend bi-
weekly meetings and participate in 
semester tours and workshops. 
Additionally members have 
participated in conferences and events 
across North America and beyond. 
Some opportunities include attending 
National ACT conventions in 
Missouri, Florida and Texas, and field 
trips to Florida and Belize. 

CanACT member Kyle Maw's award winning photograph

Winter 2006

work and talent of young communicators 
emerging from CanACT,” said Owen 
Roberts, adviser, who attended the 
convention.  “ I’m proud of what our 
members were able to achieve.”

CanACT members left a lasting 
impression at the National ACT 
convention held in San Antonio, Texas. 

The convention was held May 31 to 
June 4, 2005 in conjunction with the

“ I’m proud of what our 
members were able to 

achieve”
-- Owen Roberts

Jeanine Wallace and Kim Waalderbos.
The annual convention featured 

interactive workshops, local tours, 
networking opportunities and, the ACT 
business meeting, elections and awards 
reception. CanACT earned high honours 
during the awards reception for the 
Critique Contest, which caught the 
attention of fellow members and 
professionals. 

“The awards recognition showcased to 
our American colleagues the quality of

Association for 
Communication 
Excellence professionals. 
Representatives from our 
chapter were Beth Kent, 

Award winners in this 
year’s Critque Contest 
were:

Beth Kent, 1st Short 
Feature; Kyle Maw, 4th Scenic Photo; Kim 
Waalderbos, 1st Research Article; Heather 
Scott, 3rd Research Article; Courtney 
Denard, 4th Research Article; Jeanine 
Wallace, 1st Video Production; Heather 
Scott, 2nd Video Production; Jeanine 
Wallace, 3rd News Release; and Kate 
Roberts, 1st Brochures and Pamphlets. 

Kate Roberts also received 1st place 
Magazine -- which was selected for 
special honours as the best entry in the 
‘Publications’ category.

To enhance the connectivity between agricultural communication students 
at the University of Guelph and Canada’s agricultural communication sector.

Joining CanACT

To learn more about the 
opportunities offered through 
CanACT, join our listserv by 
emailing: canact@uoguelph.ca.

Everyone is welcome to join, 
and there are no membership fees, so 
come try it out! 

You can also learn more about 
CanACT by visiting our website: 
www.uoguelph.ca/~canact

Alumni are always welcome!

Our Mission:



Winter 2006 meetings:

• Jan. 19 Michael Chapman and Chris Szabo Getting your point across in 30-second sound bytes (AgriCentre, Stone Road)

• Feb. 15 Lloyd Weber When reporters come knocking: how to deal with media attention (UC Room 332)

• Mar. 7 ECFWA workshop What’s behind a good photo? **4-6 PM ** (Guelph Place, 492 Michener Road)

• Mar. 8 Peggy Nagle, Toastmasters, Speaking up to be heard (UC Room 332)
• Mar. 22 Agricultural Education Roundtable Challenges and successes (UC Room 332)

All regularly scheduled meetings are from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Refreshments served!

Spreading agriculture’s message in the city Special events:

CanACT members go to Belize
Spring break will be an experience in 

tropical agriculture for seven CanACT
members and adviser Owen Roberts. The 
group departs February 20, 2006 for a 
week in Belize. The trip includes farm 
stops to a banana plantation, citrus 
orchard, shrimp farm, Mennonite area, 
and visits to cultural attractions such as 
the Mayan ruins. 

Public Speaking Development Seminar
Certified public speaking trainer 

Yolande Panaccio provides personal 
feedback on improving public speaking 
skills during this half day opportunity. 
Tentative date is Saturday February 
4th. Space is limited so contact Brian 
(binnes@uoguelph.ca) to reserve a spot. 

By Kathryn Curr ie

CanACT members used their semester tour to explore the inner workings of 
communications at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair (RAWF) in Toronto.

On November 7, 2005, a group of CanACT members boarded a bus with local 
Wellington 4-H members to take-in one of Canada’s finest agricultural shows. The 
day allowed members to tap into different communication methods used at the 
RAWF.  

Throughout a series of interviews conducted with different industry 
professionals, members discovered new ways to market products, promote fairs, 
and educate the public.  The tour was arranged to give a first-hand experience 
seeing agricultural promotion in the city.  

The tour began with the “Put Pork on your Fork” display where Bruce 
Thompson, Ontario Pork, shared with members how to engage and educate a 
consumer audience about a product as diverse as pork through cooking and tasting 
demonstrations. 

Next, a meeting with Ron and Sharon Douglas highlighted the success of  the 
Pig Mobile as a communication tool for Ontario Pork. Members learned how the 
mobile with pigs and accompanying displays are used to communicate pork 
production.

The final stop was with Emily McInerney, RAWF Public Relations Manager.  
She described the various ways used to generate media coverage and promote this 
annual event. She said it was important to find a fresh twist each year tailored to 
specific media outlets to help attract coverage. Thank you to our sponsors:

Message from the CanACT President:
Greetings all! It has been a pleasure to lead such an enthusiastic, 
committed and talented group so far this year.   We are excited 
for our 2006 meeting line-up that is sure to provide great 
opportunities for our members to learn, network and socialize.  
CanACT always welcomes new members - drop by one of our 
meetings and see what we’ re about.

I look forward to seeing you at our first meeting when we tour

Contacts:

• Brian Innes, President   binnes@uoguelph.ca

• Owen Roberts, Faculty Adviser  owen@uoguelph.ca

Jeanine Wallace, Vice-President;  Kim Waalderbos, Secretary-Treasurer;  Kyle Maw, Webmaster
Pat Dickenson,  Kyle Maw,  Jeff McCallum,  Kate Roberts, Directors

the new AgriCentre with our hosts Michael Chapman and Chris Szabo from 
Timeline Communications.

Cheers, 
Brian Innes, CanACT President


