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What is CanACT?

CanACT isdesigned for
students with akeen interest in
agricultural communications.
CanACT provides opportunities to
gain experience, learn job skills
and make connections with
professionalsin the business
world.

To learn more about the
opportunities offered through
CanACT, join our listserv by
emailing: canact@uoguelph.ca
or visiting our website:
www.canact.ca

Alumni are always welcome!

CanACT in Louisville (I-r) Amy Meekes, Sarah Van Engelen, Lindsay Brown, Kate Roberts,
Owen Roberts, Katharine Found, Kim Waalderbos; Stting: Kyle Maw, Christine Zettler

CanACT races to winning finish at the Agricultural Media Summit

By Amy Meekes and Sarah Van Engelen

CanACT members raced off with new
connections, experiences and awards from
the National Agricultural Communicators
of Tomorrow convention held this summer
in the Derby State.

Seven members of the University’s
chapter attended the Agricultural Media
Summit (AMS) and the National
Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow
(ACT) convention held in Louisville,
Kentucky, July 29 to August 2, 2007. The
annual four-day event brought together
professionals from a wide variety of
agricultural media organizations including
the American Agricultural Editors
Association, the Livestock Publications

AMS isthe largest North American
gathering of agricultural publication
professionals and provided an excellent
opportunity for CanACT membersto
attend professional development
workshops and network with othersin
the agricultural industry.

“This was a great opportunity to
get out in the real world.”
- Kyle Maw

Among the guest speakers was fellow

Canadian and CBC host Shelia Coles,
who shared tips on interviewing and
asking the right questions to get the best
answers. “Thiswas agreat opportunity
to get out in the real world and learn
skills first hand from people in the

Council and the American Business Media. industry,” says Kyle Maw, CanACT

member. “Experiential learning isthe
best kind and | hope to have the chance
to participate in more of these types of
events.”

The convention also featured the
annual awards ceremony for the ACT
Critique and Contest, which saw three
CanACT members honoured for their
communications pieces. Leading the
pack was past president Kate Roberts
who garnered two Awards of
Excellence for the Publications and
Electronic Media divisions.

In the individual categories Roberts
placed first in the Magazine category
and Video category; Katie Savage
placed third in the Video category; and
current president Amy Meekes was
third in the Photo Series category.

Our Mi

To enhance the connectivity between agricultural communications students
at the University of Guelph and Canada’s agricultural communications sector.




Message from the CanACT president:

Welcome back for another school year and the fifth
anniversary year for CanACT at the University of
Guelph! This year’s executive has been hard at work
preparing for the upcoming semester and putting some
of the great ideas that emerged from this summer’s
Agricultural Media Summit in Louisville, KY into
action. Look for great things from thisteam! We are
akeen bunch and I’m excited about what’sin store for

you.

As members of CanACT, | hope we can all take
our excitement and passion for agricultural communications to new levels. We
have a wealth of opportunities available to us at the national, regional and
collegiate levels which will unfold throughout the year. If you've been holding
out for just the right time to really commit to a club, now is a prime time to get

onboard!

It's an exciting time to share in an interest in agricultural communications.
| look forward to the adventure with you all.

CanACT president

Conference participants learn Interviewing 101

By Christine Zettler

Interviews are not just questions;
they incorporate information, evoke
emotion and paint a picture for the
public to see. A good interviewer
prepares with solid research and
thoughtful questions, but has an ability
to think on their feet to find a new or
unexpected angle for a story. At the
July 2007 Agricultural Media Summit
in Louisville, KY/, radio broadcaster
Sheila Coles from the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation shared her
tipsto keep a great interview on track.

A key ideathat Coles emphasized
was to have a focus statement such as
“Somebody is doing something
because...” focus statements refresh the
interviewers' memory of why they are
interviewing on a particular subject and
remind them what information is
needed.

Eliminating distractions and
remembering the focus statement can
remind interviewers of their role. Coles

also suggests that “it helps to take people
mentally to different places.” Taking the
subjects back to their story refreshes the
details and evokes the emotions of how
they were feeling at that moment,
bringing out a better story.

Ultimately, drawing a complete
portrait of the person helps give a sense
of them and their story for the public’'s
greater understanding.

Coles gavethese other tipsfor

interviewers:

» Keep the tone appropriate to the subject

matter

» Berespectful of timeand don’t run

over

» Don't assume, ask

» Ask one question at atime and avoid
multiple questions to prevent subject
confusion

» Make questions open-ended, not ones
that elicit yes/no answers

» Have achronological story

Special events

» Canadian Farm Writers' Conference
CanACT memberswill have the
opportunity to attend the annual Canadian
Farm Writers' Federation conference
September 27-30 in Belleville. The
conference will feature professional
development workshops and agricultural
tours with some of Canada’stop
agricultural communications
professionals.

» Katharine Found has been awarded the
prestigious International Stockmen’s
Educational Foundation Travel
Fellowship which means she will attend
the 2007 International Livestock
Congressin Calgary, Alberta, October 2,
2007. She was selected as one of 20
students from around the world! While at
the Congress, Katharine will take part in
a student career workshop, the Canadian
Cattlemen’s Association Leaders
Conference and tour of area plants,
feedlots and ranches.

Fall 2007 meetings

* Sept. 20  All regularly scheduled

e Oct. 4 meetings are held from
e Oct.18  5:30p.m.to 7:00 p.m.
.« Nov. 1 inUC 332.
« Nov. 15 Refreshments will be
« Nov. 29 provided

CanACT Officers

Need moreinfo?

Amy M eekes- President
Tel: 519-265-1707
E-mail: ameekes@uoguelph.ca

Owen Roberts— Faculty Advisor
Tel: 519-824-4120 x58278
E-mail: owen@uoguelph.ca
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