
— Canadian Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow  —
www.CanACT.ca

Highlights of 2009
CanACT member makes international connections

On behalf of CanACT, executive member Amanda 

Brodhagen travelled to Texas, USA in August 2009 to 

attend the International Federation of Agricultural 

Journalists (IFAJ) Congress. Amanda writes of her trip:     

I saddled up to join 120 international delegates 

representing 28 countries for the 53rd IFAJ Congress in Fort 

Worth, Texas, held in conjunction with the Agricultural 

Media Summit. Keeping true to CanACT’s mission, I was 

able to meet others with similar interests, connect with 

industry professionals, and most importantly, network with 

other ACT chapters. There were 70 students 

present, representing Guelph, Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma, 

Florida, Ohio, Missouri, Illinois, Arkansas and Arizona. 

The itinerary was jam packed. It featured seminars and 

workshops to provide professional development and 

education, tours to showcase the Texas agriculture 

industry, as well as time to network. I had the opportunity to 

participate in both the IFAJ professional development 

seminars, as well as the workshops designed specifically 

for ACT students. 

One of the workshops that I attended, focused on 

identifying and marketing personal strengths, was designed 

to help ACT students identify their strengths and provided 

examples of how to market these strengths to future 

employers. As part of this interactive workshop, we were 

partnered up with a fellow ACT student and we had to tell 

this individual what we felt were our strengths. This was 

excellent exercise because we often focus on just our 

weaknesses. The workshop leader urged us to keep 

capitalizing on our strengths. By understanding our own 

strengths and by embarking on opportunities that allow us 

to use these assets, our strengths will evolve even farther. 

By the end of my time in Texas, I not only learned new 

concepts and tools for professional development building 

but I also made many connections within the realm of 

agriculture communications. Making these contacts was for 

me the most valuable asset that I gained by going on this 

trip. These contacts has opened doors for more 

communication opportunities between CanACT and other 

ACT chapters. 
-Amanda BrodhagenCanACT representatives Prof. Owen Roberts 

and Amanda with IFAJ President Mike Wilson

CanACT Mission: 

CanACT strives to enhance the connectivity between students and Canada’s agricultural communications sector 

by providing members with opportunities to develop communication skills

and network with professionals in the agriculture industry. 



Talking H1N1 in the media

Members visit Royal Winter Fair 
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Thank you! 

Dr. Cate Dewey

Innovative displays at 

the FarmzOnWheelz 

exhibit at the RAWF

In November, a group of CanACT members had 

the opportunity to visit the 87th annual Royal 

Agricultural Winter Fair (RAWF) in Toronto. The fair 

is an important tradition in Ontario and Canadian 

agriculture and members aimed to learn more about 

the communication aspects of promoting and 

running the event on this trip.

While in Toronto, students toured the agriculture 

tradeshow and watched portions of the Canadian 

Young Speakers for Agriculture competition, a public 

speaking event for young people interested in 

agriculture. One of the highlights of the trip was a

A highlight of the fall semester for many CanACT members was the workshop 

discussing the H1N1 virus and the media. As a prominent media topic in 2009, this 

workshop was focused on learning more about the impact of popular press stories on 

agriculture.

Dr. Cate Dewey, Department of Population Medicine, Ontario Veterinary College, 

shared her experiences surrounding the H1N1 pandemic with members. Since the 

initial outbreak of the virus, Dewey has been passionately involved in television and 

newspaper coverage of the effects of H1N1. As a professor of swine heath 

management and epidemiology, Dewey explained the development of H1N1and the 

importance of accurate media reports for agricultural news.

CanACT members learned that referring to the virus as the ―swine flu‖ in the media 

launched a set of severe consumer reactions affecting the pork industry. Although 

pork cannot be infected with the influenza virus, misinformation struck fear in 

consumers worldwide, dropping the price farmers receive for pork and seriously 

affecting many family farms. 

―It was interesting to learn how media stories can be misleading,‖ says Amelia 

Taylor, CanACT member. ―Dr. Dewey’s workshop was an opportunity for us to see 

how important it is for agriculture to keep up-to-date with the media and to respond 

appropriately.‖

To learn more, watch the video Pork Safety Explained by searching 

―Dr. Cate Dewey‖ on www.youtube.com.

tour of the Ontario Farm Animal Council’s (OFAC) new display, 

FarmzOnWheelz. This traveling exhibit and video offers high tech 

interactive components aimed at teaching teenagers and adults about the 

science and technology involved in modern Canadian agriculture. 

Complete with a spin browser of farming pictures and a mini-biodigester 

that uses gas from cattle manure to power an iPod, FarmzOnWheelz

exemplifies the new generation of agricultural communications. 

For more information, visit www.ofac.org.


